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To direct the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-

Ms.

To

istration to make grants to State and local governments and nongovern-
mental organizations for purposes of carrying out climate-resilient living
shoreline projects that protect coastal communities by supporting eco-
system functions and habitats with the use of natural materials and
systems, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JUNE 5, 2019

HARRIS (for herself, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. WyYDEN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. MARKEY, and Ms. BALDWIN) introduced the following bill;
which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation

DECEMBER 15, 2020
Reported by Mr. WICKER, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

direct the Administrator of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration to make grants to State and
local governments and nongovernmental organizations for
purposes of carrying out climate-resilient living shoreline

projects that protect coastal communities by supporting
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ecosystem functions and habitats with the use of natural

materials and systems, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1= SHORT TITEE:
of 2040~

and
& erant ander this seetion; an ehetble entity shall—
1 submit to the Administrator a propesal for
& hvine shoreline projeet; melading monttorine; data
respeet to the prejeet; and
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toration Centers
whder paragraph {H to evaluate & propesed hving
aeeottht—
to be enrrred ottt
ehatiee;
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atel
D} the ability of the entity propesing the
projeet to demenstrate the potentiad of the
throteh—
Systems; ot
mintsteator shall etve priority consideration to a pro-
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25

B)
seetion {b); that & major disaster exists pursw-
H2 s 510 beeatse of o hietiattes teop-
B that has & documented histery of
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and

tor Counetl:
seetion to an ehetble entity to earry out a hvine shorehne
whder His seetton to earry ottt a hvine shorehne
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funds or other resotrees {steh as land or consersa-
1 & reetest for sweh a reduetion and
{4 & jastifteation for why the entity

and

eatre each ehetble entity recervne a erant under this
ottt & Hvine shorehne projeet—
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eoHeeted under the projeet;
data on—

throneh

stot;

FV ststarttttties proteetinoe: o e
ecoastal ecosystems; or
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&) to make data eolleeted under the
projeet avatable on & publiely accessible mter-
graph (B and

ehreting—

projeet; e
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10
ble ettty reecivine o orant ander this seetion
to report the datn deseribed i that subpare-
eraph to the Administeator on a regular basiss

25 are wnthorized to be appropritted =50.000.000 1o the Ad-
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9 2w of o Shte of toerd covertrents
4 of the Indtan SefDetermination and Iodu-

A means a projeet that—

and systems to ereate buffers to attentate
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tpoh o restores natureal hvthe shorehnes or ex-
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Living Shorelines Act
of 2020”.

SEC. 2. MODIFICATIONS TO NATIONAL SEA GRANT COL-
LEGE PROGRAM.

(a) FINDINGS.—Section 202(a) of the National Sea
Grant College Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1121(a)) is amended
by inserting ‘‘resilience,” after “utilization,” each place
such term appears.

(b) OBJECTIVE—Section 202(b) of such Act (33
U.S.C. 1121(b)) 1s amended by inserting “resilience,” after
“utilvzation,”.

(¢c) DEFINITIONS.—Section 203(4) of such Act (33
U.S.C. 1122(4)) 1s amended by inserting “resilience,” after

“utilvzation,”.

*S 1730 RS
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(d) DuriES  oF  ADVISORY  BOARD.—Section
209(D)(1)(A) of such Act (33 URS.C. 1128(b)(1)(A)) 1s
amended by inserting “resilience,” after “utilization,”.

(e) MEMBERSHIP.—Section 209(c)(1) of such Act (33
U.RS.C. 1128(¢)(1)) is amended in the fourth sentence by in-
serting “resilience,” after “utilization,”.

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Section
212(a) of such Act (33 U.S.C. 1131(a)) is amended by add-
g at the end the following:

“(3) COASTAL HAZARD REDUCTION ACTIVITIES

FOR FISCAL YEARS 2021 THROUGH 2024.—In addition

to other amounts authorized to be appropriated to

carry out this title, there are authorized to be appro-

priated $25,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021

through 2024 for competitive grants for cooperative

research, implementation, and extension regarding
natural, nature-based, and restoration approaches to
mereasing the resilience of shorelines.”.
SEC. 3. MODIFICATIONS TO RESOURCE MANAGEMENT IM-
PROVEMENT GRANTS TO COASTAL STATES.

(a) OBJECTIVES FOR RESOURCE MANAGEMENT IM-
PROVEMENT GRANTS.—Section 306A(b) of the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1455a(b)) is amended

by adding at the end the following:
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“(5) The design and implementation of climate-
resilient living shoreline projects and the application
of imnovative uses of natural materials and systems
to protect coastal communities, habitats, and natural
system functions.”.

(b) REDUCED MATCHING REQUIREMENT FOR CERTAIN
CoASTAL STATES.—Section 306A(d) of such Act (16 U.S.C.
1455a(d)) s amended by adding at the end the following:

O o0 9 N U B W

“(4) The Secretary may reduce or waive the matching

10 requirement under paragraph (1) for an eligible coastal
11 state if—

12 “(A) the eligible coastal state submits to the Sec-
13 retary i writing—

14 “(1) a request for such a reduction or waiv-
15 er and, in the case of a request for a reduction,
16 the amount of the reduction; and

17 “(11) a justification for why the state cannot
18 meet the matching requirement; and

19 “(B) the Secretary agrees with the justifica-
20 tion.”.

21 (¢) MONITORING AND REPORTING ON PERFORM-
22 ANCE.—Section 306A of such Act (16 U.S.C. 1455a) s
23 amended by adding at the end the following:

24 “(g) The Secretary shall require each eligible coastal

25 state (or a representative of the state) receiving a grant

*S 1730 RS
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1 under subsection (b)(5) to carry out a liwing shoreline

2 project—

3 “(1) to monator and collect data on—

4 “(A) the benefits of the project to the coastal
5 community i which the project is carried out,
6 mcluding—

7 “(1) mitwgating the effects of erosion;

8 “(1n) attenuating the impact of coastal
9 storms and storm surge;

10 “(111) matigating shoreline flooding;

11 “(iv) mitigating the effects of sea level
12 rise and extreme tides;

13 “(v) sustaining, protecting, or restor-
14 g the functions and habitats of coastal
15 ecosystems; or

16 “(vi) such other forms of coastal pro-
17 tection as the Secretary considers appro-
18 priate; and

19 “(B) the performance of the project in pro-
20 viding such benefits;

21 “(2) to make data collected under the project
22 available on a publicly accessible internet website of
23 the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
24 tron; and
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“(3) mot later than one year after the eligible

coastal state recewes the grant, and annually there-

after until completion of the project, to submit to the

Secretary a report including—

“(A) the data described in paragraph (1);
“(B) an assessment of the ultimate effective-
ness of the project in increasing coastal protec-
tion in the coastal community in which the
project 1s carried out, including a description
of—
“(1) the project;
“(in) the actiwities carried out wunder
the project; and
“(11) the techniques and materials
used in carrying out the project; and
“(C) a detailed description of any defi-
ciencies or failures of the project to perform as
originally intended.

“(h) In making eligibility determinations for grants
under subsection (b)(5), the Secretary shall take into ac-
count the successes or failures of each grantee demonstrated
by the compliance of the grantee with the requirements
under subsection (g).”.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Section

318(a) of such Act (16 U.S.C. 1464(a)) is amended—

*S 1730 RS



o 9 O L B W

18

(1) w paragraph (1)(C), by striking “and” at
the end;

(2) an paragraph (2)(C), by striking the period
at the end and inserting *; and”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) for grants under section 306A(b)(5),
$25,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 through
2024.”.

*S 1730 RS






Calendar No. 631

116TH CONGRESS
2D SESSION mo ~ qwc

[Report No. 116-327]

A BILL

To direct the Administrator of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to make
grants to State and local governments and non-
governmental organizations for purposes of car-
rving out climate-resilient living  shoreline
projects that protect coastal communities by sup-
porting ecosystem functions and habitats with
the use of natural materials and systems, and for
other purposes.

DECEMBER 15, 2020

Reported with an amendment
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